CHAPTER XV
THE CHILDBED OF THE SUK
WITH the murder of Atahualpa by the Spaniards,
the Incan Empire came to an end. Cuzco was oc-
cupied by the Dons, looted of everything of value,
and made the headquarters for raiding-parties which
carried death, destruction and inhuman brutalities
far and near. Wherever the Spaniards found a city,
a temple or a burial-place containing gold it was
robbed, desecrated and wantonly destroyed. Thou-
sands of the peaceful, industrious and docile Incan
people were subjected to unspeakable tortures*
forced into slavery, or ruthlessly killed. From cen-
tral Chile to northern Ecuador, and from the Pacific
to the head-waters of the Amazon, the country literal-
ly ran with blood. Only the valiant Mapuches of
Araucania, and the wild and savage tribes of the
Montana forests were able to hold their own against
the invaders. The wonder is that any of the Incan
races survived.
How many thousands succumbed to hardships,
hunger and abuse, as they toiled as slaves in mines
and elsewhere, will never be known. How many
thousands were transported to other lands or were
butchered outright, no one can say. Yet they not
only managed to survive, but they maintained their
racial integrity, remained to a large extent of pure
blood, and even retained their arts, customs, habits,